ASSASSINATION
La Rochelle with the close co-operation of the minister against whom the nation had so loudly protested. The King was ready to identify his friend's interests with his own. Together they would sink or swim. So on Wednesday, June 25th, Charles took Buckingham in his coach to Deptford, riding with him through the principal part of London, cas it were to grace him5. At Deptford they inspected ten fair ships, rigged ready for the relief of La Rochelle. Upon seeing them, the King was heard to remark to his friend: 'George, there are some that wish both these and thou mightest both perish. But care not for them: we will both perish together if thou doest.'1
Perhaps it was in a belated attempt to stave off popular criticism that in July the Duke surrendered his office as the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports to Suffolk. His eyes seem gradually to have been opening to the realization that the situation was becoming beyond even his powers of endurance. Although nothing was further from his thoughts than a general peace, he did try at this juncture to curtail the proportions of the continental war. Embassies were sent into Spain to discuss the prospects of a peace with that nation, although the allies were not to be abandoned. It was hoped that Spain might be induced to create fresh difficulties for the French by pursuing certain quarrels she had with them in Northern Italy. This would leave the way clearer for Charles's campaign in North Germany, and at La Rochelle, which he hoped he would soon succeed in relieving.
There was need of all Charles's optimism in contemplating the plight of the unfortunate Protestants in that city, who were now enduring all the worst hardships of a prolonged siege. Grass and roots, shell fish and boiled leather formed their staple diet, and the wretched populace
1 ELLIS, Original Letters, Series I, vol. in, p. 252. 313